     Questionnaire on Foreign Languages and Teaching Methodologies
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1. Do you like the foreign language you study at school?

2. Do you think that knowledge of a foreign language is important for your future?

3. How would you evaluate your English level?

4. Have you the opportunity to practice the foreign language outside school?

5. Do you think the knowledge of a foreign language can increase job opportunities and salary potential?

6. Do you think the knowledge of a foreign language can enhance travel and study abroad opportunities?

7. Do you enjoy your school?

8. During a foreign language lesson ...

· did you mainly read and/or translate (0) or did you have to speak a lot (4)?

· how much the teacher speak in the foreign language?

· how often you have to do  special activities or interact with the teacher or other students?

· did you work normally alone (0=rarely) or in group (4=often)?

9. And during the lessons of the other subjects ...
· most often hear/write (0) or speack/act (4)?

· how often you have to do  special activities or interact with the teacher or other students?

· did you work normally alone (0=rarely) or in group (4=often)?

10. In your opinion, how effective are these methodologies in learning a foreign language ...

· by listening

· by talking 

· by seeing

· by doing and/or manipulating things
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steps of the second day 
1. Distribute the questionnaire, one for each student

2. Fill the questionnaire individually, don’t copy please

3. Divide in group by school, collect the results and evaluate the mean values for each question (please, only one decimal digit)

4. Comment and discuss the results of your school, for example starting from these answers: “In your group, and generally in your School, ...”
… 
is the approach to foreign language similar or different? Why, in your opinion?
… 
are the levels, the motivations and the participations to foreign language similar or different? Why, in your opinion?

…
the teaching methodologies used during the foreign language lessons are similar or different from those used for the other subjects? Why, in your opinion?
5. During the discussion, we have to collect the mean values of each group (local value) and evaluate the mean values of the whole group (global value)

6. Working all together, the students have to appoint a moderator who will coordinate the whole group, and a reporter who will verbalise the discussion
7. Compare the local results with the global one, commenting and discussing it.

8. Teacher present and comment all together the summary paper on CLIL.

9. “As probably you know, our project is related to CLIL methodologies, comparing and evaluating them. So, our first aim was to develop an evaluation grid for the CLIL teaching activities. After a lot of analysis, discussion, exchange of e-mail, two meetings and several preliminary versions, your teachers have produced the following evaluation grid for teaching activities related to CLIL.”
10. Now it’s your turn: you have to discuss to find your indicators and, why not, your preferred tools to evaluate or simply comment CLIL activities. Now you have about half an hour to work on it, and after I’ll propose you some short video-clips of activities (probably some of you know their) your teachers proposed in the previous meetings, to test your ideas. At the end of the morning it’s important you fixed one proposal, but you’ll have a lot of time (until the next meeting in September/October) to work together using Internet, to arrive to a final version.
Summary paper:  “What is CLIL?” 
CLIL stands for Content and Language Integrated Learning. It refers to teaching subjects such as science, history and geography to students through a foreign language. This can be by the English teacher using cross-curricular content or the subject teacher using English as the language of instruction. Both methods result in the simultaneous learning of content and English.

	


There are many ways of describing the characteristics attributed to CLIL. Here we notice 5 different definitions of CLIL:
1. CLIL is a member of the Curriculum Club.

2. CLIL has a dual focus, between language and subject.
3. CLIL buys school time.

4. CLIL causes change.
5. CLIL motivates.
Why CLIL is a radical innovation?

· Because the teachers could adjust their methodology to ensure that the students were understanding the content.  

· Teachers could not be focused only to simply 'transmit' the content, assuming that their students understood.  They could think of other means (group work, tasks, etc) which could result in an increase of the skill-based focus of the learning.  

· The educational materials (textbooks) could also reflect this approach. 

· The pupils could learn language that is more clearly focused on, and related to, the subject matter that they needed to learn. 

· CLIL is not confined to higher-achieving students.  It is not an approach for the elite.  It fits in perfectly with a mixed-ability philosophy.

Abstract of an article published on “CLIL Teacher Magazine”, of Phil Ball (  

http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?theme=mag&docid=500453&catid=100238
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